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SUBJECT: SOME ESCALATION IN SOVIET PRESS TREATMENT OF WAR 

1. SOVIET MEDIA TREATMENT OF ME ESCALATED SLIGHTLY OCTOBER 13. 
PUBLICATION OF TASS STATEMENT PUTS THE WAR ON FRONT PAGE OF 
PRAVDA FOR FIRST DAY SINCE OCTOBER 8. GOVERNMENT STATEMENT. THE 
TASS ASSERTIONS THAT "SOVIET UNION CANNOT REGARD CRIMINAL ACTIONS 
OF ISRAELI MILITARY WITH INDIFFERENCE" AND THAT "CONTINUATI ON OF 
CRIMINAL ACTS BY ISRAEL WILL LEAD TO GRAVE CONSEQUENCES FOR 
ISRAEL ITSELF" ARE STRONGEST OFFICIAL SOVIET COMMENT SO FAR. 

THE THREAT IS NEVERTHELESS LEFT VAGUE, COMMITTING SOVIETS 
TO NOTHING. 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 MOSCOW 12669 131138Z 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


2. GENERAL PRESS EMPHASIS TODAY IS ON ISRAELI ACTIONS 
AGAINST CIVILIAN POPULATION AND INNOCENT BYSTANDERS, 

WITH SPECIAL ATTENTION TO SOVIET VICTIMS. BOTH TASS 
STATEMENT AND SEPARATE PRAVDA ACCOUNT DESCRIBE SINKING 
OF SOVIET SHIP IN SYRIAN PORT, THOUGH LATTER ACCOUNT NOTES 
THAT THERE WERE NO CASUALTIES AMONG SOVIET SAILORS. TASS 
STATEMENT REFERS TO SOVIET AND SYRIAN VICTIMS OF BOMBING 

OF SOVIET CULTURAL CENTER IN DAMASCUS, ALTHOUGH ACCOMPANYING 
ARTICLE MAKES CLEAR THAT ONLY ONE SOVIET WOMAN WAS KILLED. 
TASS STATEMENT ALSO SPEAKS OF (UNSPECIFIED) VICTIMS AMONG 
SOVIET CITIZENS IN EGYPT. 

3. PRAVDA PLAYS WESTERN PRESS REPORTS CONCERNING US 
MILITARY ASSISTANCE TO ISRAEL (UNDER SUBHEAD "PLANS FOR 
AMERICAN MILITARY DELIVERIES TO TEL AVIV"). MADRID "YA" 

REPORT OF 150 AMERICAN FLIERS ALLEGEDLY HEADED FOR ISRAEL 
IS CARRIED, AS ARE NYT AND AP REPORTS CONCERNING SHIPMENTS 
OF ROCKETS AND AMMUNITION AND DISCUSSION OF PLANS TO 
TRANSFER TI ISRAEL PHANTOMS BASED IN WESTERN EUROPE. MOVE- 
MENTS OF IWO JIMA ALSO REPORTED. 

4. AS BALANCING FACTOR, PRAVDA RAN FIVE-PARAGRAPH FAVOR- 
ABLE TASS ACCOUNT OF PRESIDENT NIXON’S MEETING WITH BUSINESS 
LEADERS, WITH PARTICULAR REFERENCE TO FREE TRADE ASPECTS OF 
PRESIDENT'S REMARKS. 
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